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NOTICE OF A MEETING 
CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS FORUM 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

REMOTE MEETING 
 

December 18, 2024, 11:00 am 
 

AGENDA 
 

Welcome 
 

Central Ohio Greenways Updates 
Year-End Report 
Regional Trail Vision 
• Will add over 500 miles of trails. 
• passing of the LinkUS initiative (Issue 47), in November secured funding for transit and 

trail infrastructure.  $60 million annually through 2050 will support sidewalks, bikeways, 
and trails. 

• 189 miles of proposed trails, 175 of which are eligible for funding.  
• Has been expanded to all 15 counties in the MORPC footprint 
Central Ohio Greenways Trail Towns 
• This program’s aim is to foster community engagement with trails. 
• The Trail Town Working Group received the 2024 Collaborative Achievement in 

Sustainability Award at the Summit on Sustainability. 
• A branding effort is underway, including collectible badges for participating communities. 
• Staff is exploring the OuterSpatial wayfinding app for better navigation and engagement. 
• Staff is seeking operational funding for trail town initiatives through state and grant 

funding. 
• Members are identifying community gateways and premier trailheads to enhance access 

and visibility. 
• Staff encouraged communities to submit visionary projects for regional collaboration. 

 
Central Ohio Greenways Partner Updates 

Paint Creek Trail – Ted Hagarman, Ross County Park District 
• The trail, initially established in 1994, connects multiple communities and features 

over 15 bridges.  Plans include enhanced amenities such as water stations, bike 
racks, and signage. 

• The Ross County Park District manages 22 miles of the trail, addressing erosion 
issues and trail maintenance.  The Park District is working to establish more official 
trail towns and increase connectivity to Dayton and Xenia. 

Trails & Tourism in Knox County – Olivia Toth, Knox County Convention & Visitors 
Bureau 



 
 

 

• Knox County relies on trails as a core tourism asset.  The County has four major 
trails, forming a key part of the Ohio to Erie Trail, and is developing a mobile-friendly 
Green Spaces Guide.  The County also 

• Engages in youth outreach through programs such as the "All Kids Bike" initiative. 
Trails & Tourism in Fairfield County – Jonett Haberfield, Visit Fairfield County 
• Fairfield County operates under two brands: Visit Fairfield County and Escape to 

Buckeye Lake., and promotes outdoor recreation through websites, social media, 
and printed guides.  County staff work with Bike Buckeye Lake and other local 
organizations to expand cycling events and infrastructure 

• The County plans to work on making Lancaster an official Trail Town 
 

Adjourn 
 

Please notify Lynn Kaufman at 614-233-4189 or LKaufman@morpc.org to confirm your 
attendance for this meeting or if you require special assistance. 

 
 

The date and time of the next Central Ohio Greenways Forum  
Is to be determined.  Details to follow. 

 



Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 
Remote Meeting 

Central Ohio Greenways Forum 
December 18, 2024 

 
 
 
Attendees Present 
• Mark Allen, Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources 
• Mike Andrako, Franklin County Engineer's 

Office 
• Tom Bilcze, Ohio to Erie Trail  
• Silas Bowers, Orange Township (Delaware 

County) 
• Kacey Brankamp, Capital Crossroads 

Special Improvement District 
• Chasilyn Carter, City of Lancaster 
• Letitia Cetina, City of Columbus 
• Brian Cheek, Destination Grandview 
• Randy Cronk, Kokosing Gap Trail 
• Sarah DeMeo, Ohio Hispanic Coalition 
• Susan Derwacter, Environmental Design 

Group 
• Madison Donohue, Rural Action  
• Nina Duerk, Strand Associates 
• Robin Duffee, Orange Township (Delaware 

County) 
• Jody Dzuranin, Ohio to Erie Trail  
• Stephen Farst, City of Groveport  
• Bertie Fields, Black Girls do Bike 
• Terry Fischer, Bike Buckeye Lake 
• Brad Fisher, Delaware County Regional 

Planning Commission 
• Brian Gara, The Nature Conservancy 
• Linda Granger, Village of Plain City 
• Lauree Gregg, Community Action 

Commission of Fayette County 
• Alexander Griffith, Licking County 
• Jonett Haberfield, Visit Fairfield County 
• Ted Hagarman, Ross County Park District 
• Jeremy Hoyt, City of Marysville 
• Paul Jeffers, Environmental Design Group 
• Cassidy Jenney, State of Ohio 
• Adrienne Joly, City of New Albany 
• Robert Jones, City of Lancaster 
• Emma Kogge, City of Columbus 
• Natalie Kruse Daniels, Ohio University 
• Michael Lentz, City of Hilliard 
• Jimmy Little 
• William Lloyd, Licking County 
• Kim Love-Ottobre 
• Kyle Lukes, Environmental Design Group 
• Glenn Marzluf, Del-Co Water Company, Inc. 
• Jennie McAdams, Franklin County Public 

Health 
 

 
 
 

Staff Present 
• Dave Dixon 
• Lynn Kaufman 
• Jessica Kuenzli 
• Cheri Mansperger 
• Mary Turner 
• Melinda Vonstein 
 
 
• Michelle McCrady, City of Lancaster 
• Dave Medley, Clinton Township (Franklin 

County) 
• Luke Messinger, RAPID 5 
• Zane Mikesell, City of Mount Vernon  
• Andrew  Overbeck, MKSK 
• Lexi Petrella, Alta Planning + Design 
• Peggy Portier, Pickerington Safe Routes to 

School 
• Fred Redfern 
• Samantha Richey, City of Columbus 
• Wayne Roberts, Friends of Madison County 

Parks & Trails 
• David Roseman, Friends of Alum Creek & 

Tributaries 
• Tami Ruhl, Knox Public Health 
• Letty Schamp, City of Hilliard  
• Jeff Schmelzer, Fairfield211 
• Mark Shonebarger, Bike Buckeye Lake 
• Shannon Sorrell, Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources 
• Thomas Springer III, Fairfield County 
• Brandon Standley, Jerome Township (Union 

County) 
• Scott Stephens, Delaware Soil & Water 

Conservation District 
• David Straub, U.S. Geological Survey 
• Zachary Sunderland, Central Ohio Transit 

Authority (COTA) 
• Olivia Toth, Knox County Convention & 

Visitors Bureau 
• Rick Van Gundy, Village of Tarlton 
• James Walker, Marion County Regional 

Planning Commission 
• Christie Ward, Village of Lockbourne 
• Ira Weiss, Fairfield Heritage Trail Association 
• Jonathan White, City of Delaware 
• RC Wise, Village of Gambier 
• Inge Witt, Union County 



CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS 
Board Meeting 
November 20, 2024



Scan the QR code below

Visit: morpc.org/leaderslisten

Tell us your thoughts on 
Economic Development 

in Central Ohio.





CONSULTANT SERVICES 
PROGRAM

PLANNER POOL 
PROGRAM

RFP Clearinghouse for 
all member 

community projects

Assistance with 
Smaller-Scale Projects 

and Pre-Planning 
Activities

Assistance with the 
RFP and Consultant 

Procurement Process 
for Planning & Zoning 

Related Activities

Short-term temporary 
planning staffing 

assistance

COMMUNITY-BASED PLANNING ASSISTANCE



CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS
REGIONAL TRAIL VISION

VISION
A world-class network of trails 

easily accessible to every 
Central Ohioan

 
MISSION

Increase Greenways trails 
mileage and usage
for recreation and 

transportation needs 



LEADERSHIP IN MOBILITY AWARD 
– CONGRATS MIKE ANDRAKO!

2024 Leadership in Mobility Award- Mike Andrako - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J05C8toKNe0


LEADERSHIP IN MOBILITY AWARD 
– CONGRATS MIKE ANDRAKO!

2024 Leadership in Mobility Award- Mike Andrako - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J05C8toKNe0


REGIONAL TRAIL VISION
PROGRESS >>>>

LINKUS advances COG 

• 189 miles of proposed COG 
trails in the COTA Service Area 
(CSA)

• 175 of these are eligible for TSI 
funding (i.e., within 3-miles of a 
fixed-route transit stop)

• 37 miles (20%) are in the 2025-
2030 TSI CIP

• 27 (15%) of these are 
slated for construction by 
2030

• 10 (5%) of these (mostly 
Heritage Trail) have project 
development funding



REGIONAL TRAIL VISION
PROGRESS >>>>

MORPC Attributable Funds 
advances COG

• 15 miles (8%) have received 
2020 or 2022 Attributable 
Funding awards

• 5 of these are also in the TSI 
CIP

• 5.3 miles are in outstanding 2024 
applications (3.7-mi. overlap w/TSI)

• TSI and past AF awards have 
funded 50 miles, or 26%, of the 
COG vision in the CSA for 
construction or project 
development by 2030.

• 40 miles, or 21%, are 
specifically slated for 
construction by 2030



CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS
REGIONAL TRAIL VISION

BOLDER VISION?
MORE EXPANSIVE?



GREENWAY PLANNING STUDIO



Collaborative Achievement in Sustainability Award 
TRAIL TOWN WORKING GROUP!

• 2024 Collaborative Achievement in Sustainability Award- Trail Towns Central Ohio - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1c8Dn2lPHU




A SIMPLE DEFINITION

“To be a Trail Town is to make 
the decision to pay attention 
to trails – and invest in them.” 
– Amy Camp 



TRAIL TOWN WORKING GROUP ACTIVITIES 

Branding Outerspatial Grants Gateways



Current Projects and Partnerships
• Trail Towns Framework
• Outdoor Trails Pass – Experience Columbus
• Tourism Partnerships – Ohio to Erie Trail and Rails to 

Trails Conservancy
• Central Ohio Blueways
• RAPID 5 Partnership

EXPANDING TRAIL USE





TRAIL TOWNS IN THE NATION’S HEARTLAND



GREENWAY PLANNING 
STUDIO WORKSHOPS: 
-8 Total Workshop 
-Hundreds of proposed miles 
-Over 100 Stakeholders Engaged 

-Questions asked: 
 1) Visionary Project 
 2) Readily Achievable Project 
 3) Trail/Community Gateway



• A Trail of Regional Significance is a primary trail, 
predominantly off-street, multi-jurisdictional, and 
connects people to major destination points. 

CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS 
TRAIL OF REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE



A Gateway of Regional Significance is a premier 
trailhead located along a Trail of Regional Significance 
that provides and/or connects trail users to amenities, 
services, and information necessary to navigate the 
trail system.  

CENTRAL OHIO GREENWAYS 
GATEWAY OF REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

*Draft – Visual Representation Only



PREMIER TRAILHEADS | COMMUNITY GATEWAY



EXAMPLE EXISTING COMMUNITY GATEWAYS

Hanby Park Westerville, 
OH

Westerville

Rotary Park, Howard OH

Howard

Prairie Grass Trailhead

London

Riverside Crossing Park

Dublin 



CENTRAL OHIO 
GREENWAYS BOARD & 
WORKING GROUPS

Melinda Vonstein
Greenway Planning Studio Lead
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 
Mvonstein@morpc.org
C: 614-233-4222



MELINDA VONSTEIN, AICP
Central Ohio Greenways Program Manager
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

T: 614.233.4222 
mvonstein@morpc.org 
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43215 

mailto:mvonstein@morpc.org


RAPID 5
UPDATES



PARTNER
UPDATES



Paint Creek
Trail
Ted Hagarman
Ross County Park District



Paint Creek 
Recreational Trail
Ted Hagarman- PCRT Coordinator/Project Manager

Ross County Park District



Paint Creek Rec. Trail Stats
 Originally started in 1994 by the Tri-county Triangle Trail Group. This 34 mile 

paved Rail to Trail walking/biking path runs from Fayette County to 
Chillicothe City line.

 Growing to connect with Dayton/Xenia

 22 miles managed by Ross County Park District

 Almost entirely on the old Baltimore Ohio Rail line and over more than 15 
bridges. Some of which are over 300 feet long.

 Passes through multiple townships and small towns/historic areas.





Trailheads
 Several Trail head locations in Chillicothe such as the one below at Don 

Coppel Athletic Complex just added last year. New Kiosk, safety posts and 
with plans to add a new repair station and water station. 

 Trailheads also located at Maple Grove Prairie and Hopewell, Frankfort and 
Austin Crossing.

 Working with the cities to improve our trail heads and add alike amenities. 



Trail Towns

 Chillicothe

 Frankfort Ohio

 Austin Crossing



Trails & Tourism in 
Knox County
Olivia Toth 
Knox County Convention & Visitors Bureau 















Trails & Tourism in 
Fairfield County
Jonett Haberfield
Visit Fairfield County 























Thank You! 

Melinda Vonstein, AICP 
She/Her
Central Ohio Greenways Program Manager 
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
T: 614.233.4222 
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 | Columbus, OH 43215 
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