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Meeting Agenda
• Timeline Update
• Minor Revisions
• Review of Draft Section 5. Policy

• Policy Applicability 
• Project Review Process

• Discuss Final Policy Sections
• Appeal Process / Exceptions
• Design
• Implementation
• Evaluation

• Next Steps



• January 2020 – last CS Policy Steering Committee meeting
• March 2020 – MORPC-Attributable Funding Policies updated
• May 2020 – Attributable Funds application round opened
• October 2020 – Applications for funding submitted
• February 2021 – MORPC-Attributable Funds Committee to release draft funding list
• [Fall 2021] – MORPC-Attributable Funding Policies begin update process
• [Fall 2021] – Adoption of Regional Active Transportation Plan update
• [Fall 2021] – Regional Complete Streets Policy update
• [Spring 2022] – MORPC-Attributable Funding Policies adoption
• [Summer 2022] – Attributable Funds application round opens

Timeline Update



FEBRUARY

•Status Update
•Current Policy 

Requirements

APRIL

•Draft Update 
to Section 4. 
Policy

•Applicability & 
Review Process

JUNE

•Draft Update 
to Section 5. 
Applicability & 
Review Process

•Review final 
sections

AUGUST

•Final Draft of 
Policy Update

SEPT / OCT

•Presentation of 
Policy Update 
to CAC, TAC, 
and 
Commission

Complete Streets Policy Update – 2021 Schedule



CS Policy Status Update
PROPOSED UPDATE
• Section 1. Definition

• Section 2. Background and Vision

• Section 3. Purpose 

------

• Section 4. Policy

• Section 5. Applicability and Review Process

• Section 6. Appeal Process / Exceptions

• Section 7. Design

• Section 8. Implementation

• Section 9. Evaluation



Policy 
Revisions



Revisions to Principles



Revisions to Requirements



Revisions to Requirements



Revisions to Recommendations



Applicability and 
Review Process



NEW Section 5. Applicability & Review Process



NEW Section 5. Applicability & Review Process



NEW Section 5. Applicability & Review Process



NEW Section 5. Applicability & Review Process



NEW Section 5. Applicability & Review Process



MORPC Complete Streets Review Process



Final Policy 
Sections



Page 3 of Existing Policy Document:

• Appeal process – Project sponsors may request an exemption or re-review of their projects by the Appeals 
committee if they cannot reach an agreement with MORPC staff. 

• The Appeals committee is made up of a total of six (6) people who are appointed by the Policy Committee 
Chair for two years terms. Members may be reappointed for successive terms. 

• The voting membership consists of three (3) representatives of local communities and two (2) public 
members who are all knowledgeable about transportation design. This committee is supported by one (1) 
nonvoting MORPC staff. 

• The Appeals committee will meet on an “as needed” basis. MORPC staff will review the requests initially and 
provide a report with recommendations to the committee in advance of each meeting. The applicant will have 
the opportunity to review the report and add comments to it prior to its submittal to the committee. 

• During each meeting the committee shall discuss and evaluate the request(s) and vote on a 
recommendation. The committee may invite the applicant to attend the meeting(s). 

NEW SECTION: Appeal Process / Exceptions
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• A quorum will consist of at least three (3) voting members, and a majority of the voting members of the full 
appeals committee is needed to act. Members with conflicts of interest on a particular project before the 
committee must recuse themselves from deliberation on that project. 

• In the event that the sponsor disagrees with the action of the Appeals committee, the sponsor may appeal to 
the MORPC Policy Committee officers who may or may not elect to hear the appeal request. 

• Instead of an exemption, the Appeals committee may also suggest a lesser level of accommodation. All 
exemptions will be kept on record and made publicly available. 

• Over the next year, MORPC staff will prepare an exemption document that will help streamline the appeals 
process. Exceptions would account for issues of prohibitive costs, highways or other roads where pedestrians 
are not allowed, and other justifiable reasons that arise during development of projects with allocated MORPC 
funds. 

NEW SECTION: Appeal Process / Exceptions



• Sponsors are required to consider bicycles, pedestrians and transit access improvements in the planning 
and design of their proposed project as well as green infrastructure. 

• Projects may not warrant consideration for complete and green streets elements if one or more of the 
following conditions are met: 

• The project is limited exclusively to resurfacing or other maintenance type activities. In these cases pavement 
striping for bike lanes, crosswalks, signage or other low-cost bicycle and pedestrian countermeasures should still be 
recommended. 

• Bicyclists and pedestrians are prohibited by law from using the transportation corridor. In this instance, a greater 
effort may be necessary to accommodate bicyclists and pedestrians as an alternate to the transportation corridor. 

• The cost of establishing bikeways or walkways that meet applicable standards would exceed 20% of the cost of 
the larger transportation project. This percentage is not a target for expenditure; it is a benchmark for assessing when 
provision of bicycle or pedestrian facilities is too costly for consideration. 

• There are extreme topographic or natural resource constraints. 
• The project is located on a low-volume roadway (ADT is less than 1000) that is not projected to carry significant 

bicycle or pedestrian usage, or that does not carry or provide access to fixed route transit service.

• Requests for exceptions to the Complete and Green Streets Policy shall be documented with supporting 
data which indicates the basis for the request. All efforts will be made to identify a mutually acceptable 
alternative.

FOR DISCUSSION: EXCEPTIONS



National best practice design guidance, standards, and recommendations should be used in the design and 
implementation of Complete Streets. These resources include, but are not limited to:
• American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Guide for Planning, Designing 

and Operating Pedestrian Facilities
• American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO)  Guide for the Development of 

Bicycle Facilities
• Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Designing Walkable Urban Thoroughfares: A Context Sensitive 

Approach
• Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets
• National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) Urban Street Design Guide
• National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) Urban Bikeway Design Guide
• National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) Transit Street Design Guide
• Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) publications such as the Bikeway Selection Guide and Designing for 

Pedestrian Safety

NEW SECTION: Design



Page 5 of Existing Policy Document:

• Upon approval and adoption of this Complete Streets policy, it will become part of MORPC’s planning 
process and project selection for MORPC-attributable funding. 

• The principles of this policy will also guide MORPC staff in the preparation of the Regional Transportation 
Plan and other plans it prepares or to which it contributes. 

• A toolkit will be developed and provided to each community in modules as they become available. The 
objective of this toolkit is to assist project sponsors in developing Complete Streets projects. This toolkit will 
contain model policies, sample design standards, examples for land use and zoning practices, educational and 
enforcement strategies, and information on other resources. 

Section 6. Implementation



Page 5 of Existing Policy Document:

• MORPC shall, at a minimum, evaluate this policy and the documents associated with it on an annual basis. 
• This evaluation may include recommendations for amendments to the Complete Streets Policy, including 

the development of exemption guidance, and subsequently be considered for adoption by the Policy Committee 
of MORPC utilizing its then current public and member involvement procedures.

Section 7. Evaluation



2020 ACTIVE 
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

THIRD QUARTER 2021
• Final Plan Development

• Spring – Summer 2021

• ATC Q3 Meeting
• July 13, 2021

FOURTH QUARTER 2021
• Final Plan Adoption

• Presentations to CAC/TAC
• September & October 2021

• Presentations to Commission
• October 2021

ATP NEXT STEPS



Next Steps
• Review Final Sections of Policy

• Full draft policy will be shared 
for review prior to meeting

• Meeting on Thursday, August 12
• Discuss final draft for approval

• No more meetings!



THANK YOU!
LAUREN CARDONI
Senior Planner
lcardoni@morpc.org
T: 614.233.4128

mailto:lcardoni@morpc.org
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